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School Maladaptation Behaviors of the First Graders in Yamaguchi Prefecture
—Comparison with Action Used as the Diagnostic Criteria of AD/HD and ODD—

Hitoshi Nakamura®' Kumiko Kido*' Takashi Hayashi*' Tatsuya Hobara®

*! Yamaguchi Prefectural University School of Nursing
*2 Depertment of Public Health, Yamaguchi University School of Medicine

Children with Attention—Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD hereafter) tend to suf-
fer from maladaptation in group, especially school, situations. Their behavior is character-
ized by lack of attention, restlessness, impulsive and violent actions, and learning disability.
Their problems are, however, inadequately understood not only in school but also at their
home and in their community. When these children are not dealt with properly, their self-
esteem tends to become lower and secondary problems ensue.

In this research, we conducted a two-stage study—the basic study and follow-up study—
on the characteristics of the first graders who have maladaption problems in classrooms and
on the reaction of other children and teachers. The interval between the first stage and the
second stage was four months. We paid particular attention to the characteristics that re-
quire special attention for the purpose of early intervention.

In the first stage study, we found that most of the teachers, prior to the study, had al-
ready had some experience dealing with children who posed challenges to teachers’ in-
struction. Many of these teachers cited behavioral problems such as hyperactivity and ag-
gression.

Most of the children who caused problems in classrooms met the behavior items of the di-
agnostic standard for AD/HD according to the DSM-IV. Nearly 60% of these children
caused disruption in the classroom instruction and negatively influenced other children. The
children who had met the AD/HD and Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD hereafter) ac-
cording to the behavior items of the diagnostic standards, in particular, caused these prob-
lems.

In comparing the maladaption behaviors of the children between the basic and the follow-
up studies, we found significant differences in the three items of AD/HD carelessness, three
items of AD/HD hyperactivity-impulsive activity and four items of ODD. On the whole, im-
provements were observed in calmness, interpersonal relationships, and learning. In terms
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of behavioral change, we observed teachers praising favorable actions and efficacy of other

children’s help.

It was when teachers’ instruction was not listened to or carried out in an orderly manner
that the teachers felt the need for interventions by specialized agencies. The behaviors such
as children leaving their seats or running around in the classroom might not lead to teach-
ers’ resort to special agencies. Finally, rebellious behaviors were not considered a decisive

factor to warrant the interventions.

Key words : Tendency of AD/HD (Attention—Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder),
Tendency of ODD (Oppositional Defiant Disorder), maladaptation,
first graders of primary shool, teachers’ reaction
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Factors Related to Changes in Mental Health of High School Athletes

Kunio Aoki

Faculty of Social Welfare, Yamaguchi Prefectural University

The present study was designed to clarify mental health of high school students and the
related factors to changes in mental health of high school athletes by an analysis of the lon-
gitudinal data.The data was obtained at two times through questionnaires distributed to
1,843 (942 males, 901 females) high school students. ANOVA and multiple indicator model
using Covariance Structure Analysis were applied for data analysis.

The main findings were as follows:

1) ANOVA showed that the high school athletes significantly had lower scores for “so-
cial dysfunction in GHQ-28" than high school students not attending clubs on first and
second survey. It was also shown that the high school athletes significantly had lower
scores for “depressive state in GHQ-28" than high school students participating culture-
oriented clubs or not attending clubs on both surveys.

2) Covariance Structure Analysis (multiple indicator model), performed to clarify fac-
tors related to changes in mental health of male high school athletes showed that
“stress changes in the athletic club”, “self-competency changes in the athletic club”,
“coping skill changes”, “self-efficacy changes” and “daily stress changes” were signifi-
cantly related to “adjustment changes to athletic clubs”. Adjustment changes to ath-
letic clubs, coping skill changes, self-efficacy changes and daily stress changes were sig-
nificantly related to “adjustment changes to high schools”. In addition, adjustment
changes to athletic clubs, adjustment changes to high schools and “mental health score
in first survey” were significantly related to changes in mental health of male high
school athletes.

3) For the female high school athletes, the factors significantly related to changes in
mental health were adjustment changes to athletic clubs, adjustment changes to high
schools and mental health score in first survey. The factors significantly related to ad-
justment changes to athletic clubs were stress changes in athletic clubs and “changes
of social support”. Adjustment changes to athletic clubs, coping skill changes, self-effi-
cacy changes and daily stress changes were significantly related to adjustment changes
to highs chools.

The above results indicates that the activity of high school athletic club promotes the

high school athletes to reduce social dysfunction. Also, it suggested that adjustment to the
athletic club promotes the high school athletes to improve their mental health.
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The Relationship between Self-Consciousness and Body—Cathexis in Adolescence

Teru Nabetani*' Takeshi Ueda**

*! Shizuoka Eiwa Gakuin University Junior College
** Fukuoka Prefectural University

The purpose of this study was to analyse the relationship between self-consciousness and
body—cathexis in adolescence, and in addition to obtain useful information regarding health
education.

We carried out a survey of 1091 adolescent students who attended junior high school
(male; 150, female; 199), senior high school (male; 197, female; 316), and university (male; 34,
female; 195). Self-consciousness was measured using the self-consciousness scale for Japa-
nese created by Sugawara (1984). This scale is involves two—dimensional scale assessment,
assessment of private self-consciousness and public self-consciousness. Body—cathexis was
measured by means of the revised body—cathexis scale created by Rosen and Ross (1968).
A feeling of inferiority was measured by means of the sub—scale of the inferiority factor in
the Yatabe—Guilford personality inventory.

The female subjects public self-consciousness was greater than the males . The senior
high school students showed the greatest inferiority complex score. In regard to the body—
cathexis, sex—difference was indicated by cluster analysis. The body part which caused the
greatest degree of dissatisfaction was height in male adolescents and thighs in female ado-
lescents, respectively. The evaluation in senior high school students, almost any body part
indicated greater dissatisfaction scores in comparison with other generations. Interestingly,
this evaluation was related to the psychological trait regarding public self-consciousness
and feelings of inferiority in junior high school students regarding some body part.

The results of the present study indicate the importance of the sequences of the topics on
health education for adolescent students.

Key words : public self-consciousness, inferiority complex, body cathexis, ado-
lescence
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Anti-Smoking Policy in the Colleges in Kinki Area

Masako Notani*', Noriko Morita*’, Naoko Okawa*!, Hideko Sato*!
Eiko Yamamoto®', Yoshihiko Yagyu*®, Norio Kurumatani**

*! Division of Health, Kansai Women's College
*2 Department of Hygiene, Nara Medical University
** Nara Prefectural Uchiyosino Public Health Center

A mail questionnaire study was conducted in October 2002 for 101 colleges totaling 106
campuses of Kinki area, Japan, aiming to clarify the current situations of colleges where
many are still non—adults, and to obtain basic statistics of anti-smoking policy in colleges. A
questionnaire was sent to a person in charge of anti-smoking policy in a college office. The
results obtained were as follows.

1. A questionnaire was returned from 102 campuses (96.2%). A half of the campuses
have less than 500 students. More than half of them are for both sexes and the rest for
women only.

2. Regarding the rules on smoking, 26.0% of the campuses prohibited smoking “in a
whole campus”, 23. 0% “inside buildings only”, and 46. 0% permitted in designated smok-
ing areas in the campuses. The prevalence of prohibition of smoking “in a whole campus”
was significantly higher in colleges for women only than for both sexes.

3. For the anti-smoking conditions at major facilities in the campuses, more than 90% of
the campuses prohibited students from smoking in all of classrooms and libraries, and ap-
proximately 80% in cafeterias and student halls. On the contrary, only less than 40% of
the campuses prohibited smoking in administrative offices and laboratories.

4. No difference was found by department, the number of students and years of operation
in the prevalence of being sold tobaccos within the campuses. Tobacco vending machines
were not installed and tobacco was not sold at any stores in the campuses for women
only, but for both sexes.

5. In more than 80% of campuses opportunities were provided for students being notified
on anti-smoking policy of the college. However, only less than half of students were
taught about the adverse effects of tobacco on health.

The present study showed that measures on anti-smoking were insufficient in the col-
leges. There are many non—adults in colleges, so that it should be necessary to arrange bet-
ter environment such as removal of tobacco vending machines, and to increase opportuni-
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ties to learn more about the adverse effects of tobacco, finally making students more con-

scious of their health.

Key words © anti-smoking policy, rules on smoking, smoking prevention educa-

tion, college
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